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For it is God which worketh in you both 
| 70 will and to do of his good Pleaſure. 


HIS is one of thoſe hard ſayings 
; which has given great offence to 


the wiſe men of this World, as 


ſeeming to lefſen the Prerogative of 


their Darling Idol, Human Reaſon. They per- 


ſwade themſelves that they have in their own 


breaſts a Guide ſufficient to lead them into all 
Truth. Reaſon is with them all powerful, able 
to teach them the whole of their Duty, and to 
enable them to practiſe what is right in oppo- 
tion to all the force of corrupt Appetites, which 
are continually warring with Right Reaſon, and 
endeavouring to bring it into Subjection to the Law 
Sin. It is a mortifying thing to a Man puf- 
fed up with a fond conceit of his own abili- 
ties, to be told that he is not ſufficient of him- 
ſelf to do any thing as of himſelf, but that his 
| whole ſufficrency is of God who worketh in him to 
wil and to do of his good Pleaſure. 
He therefore boldly reſolves to truſt to his 
on heart well aſſured that from thence he ſhall 
underſtand all things, ſhall find out by Rational 
Deductions, and from the Relations of Things, 
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a Religion of Nature containing the whole Duty 
of Man; and he will not endure to think that a 
Rational Creature cannot judge and act what i; 
perfectly right even of himſelf. 

As ſome men extol Human Reaſon to an un- 
due Height, aſcribing to it Abilities which it hat} 
not, there are others in an oppoſite Extreme 
who deny it thoſe which it really hath. They 
have even gone ſo far as to diſcard it entirely a; 
abſolutely incapable of judging at all in Reli 
gious Matters. When it is ſaid that 2? 15 Gu 
that worketh in us to will and to do of his gud 
Pleaſure; they urge that Man is incapable of do- 
ing any thing: If you will hearken to thel: 
Men, Reaſon is ſo degenerated and ſunk in Cor- 
ruption, that Man is utterly unable to diſtinguiſh 
Right from Wrong or Good from Evil. All 
Care and Attention on our parts ſeem not only 
unneceſſary but impracticable: Free Agency 1s 
in a great meaſure deſtroyed, and Man is little 
better than a mere Machine, entirely actuated 
by ſome adventitious and ſupernatural Principle: 
And as all the workings of our Mind are attri- 
buted to the Spirit, and Common Senſe is put 
out of the queſtion, we are not to wonder that 
the groſſeſt Abſurdities, the wildeſt Extravagan- 
ces, and in ſome caſes even the moſt iimpious 
Blaſphemies and immoral Conduct have been 
inſiſted on as the dictates of Gods Holy Spirit, 
b in men to will and to do of his good Pla- 

ure. 
Both theſe Extremes are highly prejudicial to 
the Intereſts of True Religion, and, as it uſually 
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happens, the truth lies between them. Human 
| Nature is by no means ſo good or ſo bad as 
| ſome People would repreſent it: It is neither 
| ſufficient of itſelf to find out a perfect Rule for 
| Moral Conduct, nor able to fulfil its Duty or to 
work out its Salvation of itſelf, after ſuch Rule 
is diſcovered. But neither, on the other hand, 
is it ſo blind as not to be able to judge in any 
| Caſe aright. It may and it muſt be our Guide 
| in examining the Grounds of our Religion and 
| applying the Doctrines of it. It is certainly 
| God that aworketh in us both to will and to do of 
| tis good pleaſure ; but Reaſon muſt diſtinguith 
bis working from the wild flights of an heated 


| Imagination or the Conccits of an enthuſiaſtick 
| or difordered Fancy. 


At a time when Human Reaſon is daringly 


| ſet up in oppoſition to Divine Truths on the 
one hand, whilſt an irrational method of de- 
| icnding the Faith hath furniſhed the Infidel with 


matter of Ridicule on the other; it can neither 


be improper for the Age we live in, nor un- 


| luitable to the preſent Seaſon, if from the words 
have now read to you I take occaſion 


Firn, to ſhew that Human Reaſon is not ſuf- 


| ficient to point out a perfect Rule for our Con- 
duct in Life, or to enforce effectually a Right 


Courſe of Action when ſuch Rule is diſcovered. 
And Secondly, if J point out a few Rules 


vhereby we may diſtinguiſh whether the Work- 


ugs in us be really of God. 
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And firſt then I am to ſhew that Human 
Reaſon is not ſufficient to point out to us a per. 
fect Rule for our Conduct in life, or to enforce 


effectually a Right Courſe of Action when ſuch | 


Rule is diſcovered. 

* He that truſteth in his own heart is a fi 
ſays Solomon; and Experience gives us infallible 
Demonſtration of the Truth of this Afertion. 

For whoever ſhall depend entirely on its Direc- 
tions, for the Conduct of his Life and Actions, 
will find that he 7ru/teth on the /laff of a broken reed 
whereon if a Man lean, it will be fo far from 
ſupporting him, that it will even go into his hand 
and pierce it: ſo is Reaſon to all that truſt oleh 
to it. 

If applied to the Diſcovery of a Rule for Mo- 
ral Conduct, it will be fo far from guiding Men 
into the right Way that it will lead them aſtray 
into the Mazes of Ignorance and Errour, the 
uncertain ſpeculations and intricacies of cence 


falſely ſo called. This appears from fact. For a- 


mong all the Syſtems of Moral Philoſophy, 
which, at different Times or in different Coun- 
tries, have been in faſhion ; who can point out 
one that is perfect, or even free from glaring 
Abſurdity in ſome part or other? As one Sy. 
tem has grown out of vogue and a different one 

revailed; it has been no difficult matter for 
the riſing Philoſopher to point out the Errou:s 
of preceding Maſters, tho he has not been able 
to remedy the defects, or to bring to light 2 
new Philoſophy without new Errour. Even in 
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the moſt common things, we find no certainty 
or conſiſtency in human ſpeculations. There 
nothing more frequent in our Thoughts, or in 
our Mouths than Virtue; and yet what an al- 
noſt infinite Variety of different Opinions do we 
ſee entertain'd of it by different Men? Of 
thoſe who have written on the Subject ſcarce 
any two ſeem to have had preciſely the ſame 
dea of it, or to have plac'd it's Nature and Ob- 
ligation on the ſame Baſis. Nor is this incon- 
litency to be wonder'd at: For whatever is of 


mere Human Invention, and confirm'd by no 


higher Authority, muſt be as variable and un- 
certain as Human Judgment itſelf is; and we 


| need only appeal to the very different lights 
| which ſeveral Men ſee the ſame thing in, to be 
| convinc'd that no uniform Rule is to be expect- 
ed from thence. In truth, Reaſon conſider'd in 
this manner will ſcarcely differ from Taſte, or 
Opinion, which eve 


ſingle man claims as his 


indiſputable Right: A Rule founded on it there- 


fore can end in little better than every man's do- 
| ing cobat is right in his own eyes. | 


This may ſhew us the Expediency of ſome 


| infallible Guide to direct our ſteps in the Right 
| Path, that may not only ſhew us the Way, 
| (be Truth, and the Life, but may prevent us too 
om wandering from them, which the per- 
erſeneſs, inattention, or idle curioſity of Man 
would otherwiſe make him extremely liable to. 


And ſuch a Guide we have from the Spirit of 


| God who hath not only aſſur'd us what is God's 
| Pleaſure, but worketh in us to will, and to do it. 


The 
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The warm Advocates for the Sufficiency of 
Reaſon, who carry the matter fartheſt, have ex. 
toll'd human Wiſdom to ſuch a Degree, as to 
make it little leſs than infallible. They want 
not to be taught their Duty from any other Prin. 
ciple but their own Hearts. A Man's own 
Judgment affords a ſufficient Light to his Con- 
{cience : All other Aſſiſtance is unneceſſary 
and the Law which we contend for, as given by 
the Spirit of God as a ſtanding Rule for our 
Conduct, is therefore rejected as needleſs and ſu- 
perfluous without even examining it's Creden- 
tials. 

It will be in vain to tell theſe Men that Res- 
ſon, however perfect it might be in it's origj- 
nal Purity, is now ſo debas'd by the many In- 
ventions which Man hath found out as not to 
be able to judge aright: Or to tell them that 
we cannot arrive at certain and adequate know- 
ledge in many things which are every day the 
Objects of our Senſes; much leſs in matters ſo far 
remov'd from us, as the Attributes of God, and 
the Adminiſtrations of his Providence in the Na- 
tural or Moral Government of the World. | 
ſay it will be to no purpoſe to argue thus from 
the Weakneſs of Human Reaſon with that Man 
who is arrogant enough to believe himſelf abſo- 
lutely perfect. | 

« From a juſt and proper Exerciſe of our own 
« Talents ; from the Fabrick of the World, and 
ce the viſible Conſtitution of things, we can (it 
e faid ) eafily diſcover the Being and Attributes 


« of God and the Nature and Condition of A 
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and from thence the ſeveral Duties we owe to 
«God and our Fellow Creatures are not onl 
« manifeſKly ſeen, but even as demonſtrable as 
mathematical Truths.“ 


And we may without any Prejudice to the 


| Cauſe of Religion admit all this to be true: 


but we ſhall ſoon enquire whence this Know- 


| ledge is deriv'd. | 


In the mean time let it be obſerv'd, that tho? 
we ſhould allow (what is by no means the caſe 
that one Man wiſer than the reſt of the World 
ſhould by Reaſon unaſſiſted have gone thus far, 


| yet that one man's Abilities cannot be fairly 
made the ſtandard of all Men's. It is certain 


that, of the Bulk of Mankind, not one in ten 


thouſand could underſtand this method of de- 
monſtrating his duty; could ſee or attend to the 
| Fitneſs of Things and the Relations we ſtand in 
$ to God and each other. 

A ſyſtem of moral duties then, thus eſta- 
blih d on Reafonings unintelligible to the Bulk 
| of Mankind, could have little influence, and 


would leave the generality of Men as much in 
the dark with reſpect to their Duty, as much in 


need of other Aſſiſtance, as if ſuch Deductions 


bad never been made. 


But not to inſiſt longer upon this. 
It may be perhaps difficult to aſcertain how 


far Reaſon might carry even the wiſeſt Men. 
Let us reſt the matter then on plain Fact; 
and it ſhould ſeem that the beſt way of deter- 


mining with any Accuracy what is to be ex- 
pected from Reaſon, or what it can do, is by 


enquiring 
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enquiring what it actually has done without Al. 
ſiſtance. 

If we may judge from the moſt valuable and 
juſtly admir'd Compoſitions in almoſt all Branch. 
es of Literature, and from the moſt elegant Re. 
mains in every politer Art which are to thi; 


day not only celebrated, but imitated by mo- 


dern Artiſts; it muſt appear that Human Wil. 
dom was at leaſt in as flouriſhing a State before 
the Goſpel of Chriſt made it's Appearance, as it 
has ever been ſince. And yet, by all this Wiſ- 
dom it is certain that the World knew not God, 
Nothing like a pure Syſtem of Natural Religion 


ever prevail'd in any Country: The Worſhip of | 


their Gods was ſo foully ſtain'd with Lewdneſs 
and Barbarity, Folly and Superſtition ; that, in 
the emphatical Words of the Apoſtle, 77 is 4 
Shame even to ſpeak of thoſe Things which were 
done of them in their ſecret Rites. And tho it 
be certain that a few Perſons who are juſtly ce- 


lebrated as the wiſeſt and beſt Men of Antiqui- | 


ty entertain'd more ſuitable Notions of the Dei- 


ty, yet it does not appear that one of them by | 
Human Wiſdom ever could extricate himſelt 
and Superſtition of his Coun | 
try. Their Wiſdom had directed them to the | 
Knowledge of one Supreme Being, and enabled 
them to form many juſt Reflections on his At- 


from the Idolatry 


tributes and his Providential Government of the 
World. Yet when they thus knew him, they 
ghlorify'd him not as God, neither were they thank- 


ful, but became vain in their Imaginations, aid | 


their foohſh Heart was darkened; profeſſing i 15 "1 
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ſekves Wiſe they became Fools, and chang*d the Glo- 
ry of the uncorruptible God into an Image made 
lie to corruptible Man, and to Birds, and four- 
futed Beaſts, and creeping Things. 

If this be a true Repreſentation of the Caſe, 


and the Hiſtories of every Age and Nation af- 
ſure us that it is, how can we imagine that the 
World could by reaſon thus deprav'd have been 
reſcu'd from that Ignorance, Superſtition, and 
[mmorality, which had univerſally overrun it? 
Or can we think that by our Wiſdom we thould 
have been able to have fram'd any true Notion 
of God, or to have perform'd a reaſonable Ser- 
vice to Him? unleſs we imagine ourſelves wiſer 


than all Ages which have gone before us, which 


believe will ſcarcely be pretended to by thoſe 


who fondly extol the Works of ſome of the old 
Philoſophers ſo far, as to think the Writings of 
an inſpir'd Apoſtle Fooliſhneſs in Compariſon 
of them. 

How comes it then to paſs that Men can now 
ſee clearly the fundamental Articles of Natural 
Religion, though hid from the Eyes of Men in 
Ages full as knowing in other Matters as our 
own? How come the Moral Philoſophers of 


the preſent Times to have ſo much Advantage 


over the Antient ones, as to be able to reaſon ſo 


| well (as confeſſedly they do) on theſe Subjects? 


The Caſe is plain — Since the glorious Light 
of the Goſpel has ſhone on the Moral World, 
the Clouds of Ignorance and Errour which pre- 
Yal'd+-in antient Days of Darkneſs are diſpelbd; 
true Notions of God and Religion are eſtabliſh'd 
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by the Spirit of God, and theſe are ſo evident! 


agreeable to Right Reaſon that the Pride of Men | 


has aſcrib'd them ſolely to Human Diſquiſitions. 


Whereas, would they attend to plain Matter of | 
Fact, they would find that Human Wiſdom, { | 


far from reforming the World from Errour, ne- 


ver reſcued (as far as appears) one ſingle Man 


of old from Idolatry. 
Nor will it avail them ought in the preſent 


Caſe to urge farther that what Reaſon now docs, 
it would, if it had been attended to, have done 
heretofore : That the ſame Train of Argument } 
would have infallibly led to the ſame Conclu- | 
ſions then as now. For the Queſtion need not 


be what Reaſon might have done ( which can 


never be known with certainty) but what it | 


really did. A general Inattention to the Voice 


of Reaſon, or a general Abuſe or Miſapplica- | 


tion of it, would as infallibly keep Men in Dark- 


neſs, as any Defect in it poſſibly could, and 


would in it's Conſequences have juſt the fame 


Effect, as if it was ever ſo impotent. For to | 


what purpoſe have we the moſt excellent Fa- 
culties if from ſome Corruption we are unable 
to uſe them? And it is certain that for Ages to- 
gether, this Inattention, Abuſe, or Miſapplica- 
tion, (call it what you will) prevail'd ſo tar, 
that Men of the beſt Genius, moſt refind 
Thought, and greateſt Penetration, were never 
able to make Uſe of their Reaſon in Matters of 
Religious Concern ſo effectually as to preſerve 
themſelves from the groſſeſt Errours. What was 


the Cauſe of this general Corruption which * 
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o far blinded Mankind we need not here enquire; 
t is enough that we know it was Fact: And if 
ſo, it muſt ſure be granted that ſome Remedy 
was neceſſary to remove this general Malad 
and to enable Reaſon to exert itſelf. This Re- 
medy the Goſpel ſupplied, which freed the Hu- 
man Mind from thoſe Chains of Ignorance and 
Superſtition which had ſo long kept it confin'd 
in the Priſons of Darkneſs. 

This Miſdom of God and Power of God ſoon 
trumph'd over Idolatry, and made Reaſon which 
was before aſleep, awake and ariſe from the dead. 
It was Chriſt That gave the Light which guided 


| Men to that Train of Reaſoning, that Syſtem 


of Knowledge, which has been ſince moſt pre- 
poſterouſly ſet up in Oppoſition to the Goſpel. 


la ſhort, what is now call'd Natural Religion 


ſeems to be nothing more than the Doctrines of 
Chriſtianity dreſt up in ſuch a Manner as may 


| give them the Air of Human Philoſophy, but 


entirely diveſted of that Sanction of Authority 


| which, at laſt, is the only effectual Means of 
| enforcing the Practice of whatſoever Things are 
| true, whatſoever Things are honeſt, whatſoever 


| Things are juſt, pure, lovely, or of good Report. 


And this may ſuffice to ſhew the Neceſſity of 
our having ſome other Guide beſides mere Hu- 


man Wiſdom. It is certain that before the Law 
dictated by God's Spirit prevail'd, Man never 
did know aright God's good Pleaſure, and ſure- 
| ly then it is but juſt to aſcribe the Honour of 


| this Improvement to him who gave us that 
Law. 


B 2 But 
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But further, now this perfect Law is cſta- 
bliſh'd, Reaſon alone can no more enable us t, | 


perform a Right Courſe of Action than it could 
diſcover a Rule for it. 
will bring us to conſider 

A Second Claſs of Advocates for Human Abi— 


lity, who tho' they do not carry Matters ſo far | 


as the laſt, are ſtill more abſurd, and perhaps 


in reality more dangerous Enemies to truc Reli- | 


gion, as they attack it under the Maik of Friend- 


thip. Their Tenets are an odd Compoſition, 
Whilſt they are | 
nam'd by the Name of Chriſt, they are too wife 


half Chriſtian, half Infidel : 


in their own Conceit to receive his Doctrines, 


unleſs ſo model'd as to ſuit in every Reſpect } 
with their Capacities and common Notions of | 
Things. — Theſe Men ſeem to allow nothing | 
more to the Goſpel than the Reputation of a | 
Good Syſtem of Morality, and ſcarcely admit | 


it's Divine Author into an higher Rank than 
that of a Preacher of Righteouſneſs. 
knowledge indeed the Excellency of the Practi. 
cal Duties enjoin'd by him, and profeſs them- 


ſelves oblig'd to the Obſervance of them ; but | 


this they apprehend they can do of their own- 


ſelves without farther Aſſiſtance, becaule they | 


cannot underſtand the Manner in which this 
Aſſiſtance is convey'd to them. It is a Maxim 
with them to believe nothing which they «© 
not underſtand, and hence they think them. 
ſelves at Liberty to refuſe their Aſſent to ſucl 
Truths as are in their own Nature incompre- 


henſible to a finite Capacity; tho they be as ex. 
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preſly reveal'd in Scripture, as the Precepts 
whoſe Authority they profeſs to acknowledge. 
Now theſe Men will allow that we are ra- 
tionally led to believe the Divine Authority of 
the Goſpel from Signs and Miracles, the ge- 
nuine Indications of the Finger of God : Is it 
not then manifeſtly abſurd to withhold our Aſ- 
ſent to any Thing therein exprefly contain'd, 
merely becaute we do not underſtand the Man- 
ner of it, or becauſe 1t 1s not ſuggeſted to us by 


* * * O . 
Natural Reaſon ? This is putting our own Wis- 


| dom in Competition with that of the Moſt High. 


The only Queſtion that can ariſe in the Caſe is, 
Whether the Doctrine be written? If it be, to 


| allow the Divine Authority of the Revelation, 
and yet to admit only of Part of it as true, is 
| ſurely the ſtrangeſt of all the Abſurdities that e- 
| ver the Pride of Man invented. 


But not to enlarge on this Subject farther 


| than the Matter in hand requires. — The Man- 
| ner of the Operation of God's Spirit on the 
| Heart of Man is a Myſtery far above our Com- 
| prehenfion, but will it become us to aik for 
| that Reaſon how can theſe Things be? When 
| God hath exprefly told us that his Holy Spirit 
| landtifieth our Hearts, and perpetually aſſiſts us 
in the great Work of our Salvation, can any 
| Man dare to doubt that ſuch a Guide is actually 
| with us, becauſe the Manner of his Operation 


not the Object of his Senſes? When the In- 
pr'd Apoſtle declares that z7 7s God that wwork- 
th in us to will and to do of his good Pleaſure, 


| hall we endeavour to pervert the evident Senſe 


of 


L 14 J 


of theſe plain Words, becauſe we do not fee 
theſe Workings within us:? 

The Truth is, that tho' we do not know the 
preciſe Manner of the Spirit's dwelling in ns, ye: 
we are certain that the natural Light of Rea, 
in us is not extinguiſh'd but aſſiſted by him. 


He works not in us by any violent Force, but | 
in a Way conformable to our natural Facultics ; | 
He directs and regulates thoſe Powers that we | 


have from Nature, by gentle Counſels and Con- 


victions enabling us to uſe them in a Way agree- } 
able to our own Duty and God's Glory, which 
it is certain we have not otherwiſe ſufficient | 


Strength to do. 

For let us not vainly imagine that now th 
Way of Salvation and a perfect Rule for Lite i: 
made manifeſt, we can yet pleaſe God or walk 
conformably to his Will by our own Natural 
Abilities. It is our Duty to work cut our ccc 


Salvation with Fear and Trembling ; but it is the | 
Grace of God that is in us that muſt make our | 
Endeavours effectual. We are expreſly taught, | 


that e * have not the Spirit of Chriſt Toe are 
none of bis: That in our Fleſh 
Thing: * That our carnal Mind is Enmity again 


God, that it is not ſubject to the Law of God nei- 


ther indeed can be. 

He that believeth theſe Things (I fay) and 
many other Texts that might be cited to the 
ſame Purpoſe, will ſurely lay aſide all Conf. 
dence in the Feſb which he knows cannot pleaſe 
God. 


b Ibid. 5. 18. e Ibid; 8. 7. 


a Rom. 8.9. 
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But to go again to Fact. No Chriſtian in theſe 
Times will think his own Abilities ſuperiour to 


| thoſe of a favourite Diſciple of our Lord, who 


lad ſcen his mighty Works and heard his Doc- 
tines from his own Mouth: And we find (not- 
withſtanding all this) that in Time of ſevere 
Trial, it was not till * the Lord turned and looked 
n Peter, that Peter remember'd the Words of the 


Lord, 


From this affecting Inſtance of Human Frail- 


| ty let us learn not to be high minded but fear. 


ln time of violent Temptation how ſhall we e- 
{cape unleſs we have a faithful Monitor attend- 


| ing us, Who may awaken us and ſet us on our 


Guard? This ſurely will induce us to receive 
with Thankfulneſs this truly comfortable Doc- 
trine; that however weak our Fleſh may be, 
we have the Spirit of God dwelling in us, who 


| is ſufficzent for us, will help our Infirmities and 


enable us to ſtand ſecure and unmov'd in the e- 


vil Day of Temptation. 


Indeed the Reaſon of the Thing ſpeaks plain- 


| ly the fame Truth: For if Men be not more 
perfect now than formerly, they will become as 
| deat to the Voice of the Goſpel as they were 
| heretofore to that of Nature: The Scripture will 
| become a dead Letter, 
was) unleſs the Spirit which God hath Sent 
| quicken us to the Obſervance of it. 


(ineffectual as Reaſon 


1 might add, that though no extraordinary 


effects are now to be expected, yet we may per- 
| taps at this Day ſee viſible Marks of the Spirit, 


u the Converſion of harden'd and impenitent 
Sinners 


a Luke 22. 16. 
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Sinners by means otherwiſe unaccountable; and 
many good Men have found from happy expe. 
rience that he filleth their Hearts with Joy and 
Peace, and that even in the midſt of Sorrows hi; 
Comforts refreſh their Souls. 

It is true, Men are very liable to Miſtakes in 
this Matter, and to aſcribe to the Workings of 
the Spirit the Effects of an heated Imagination, 
It may be therefore proper to lay down briefly, 
as was propos'd in the ſecond Place, one 6; 
two plain Rules, whereby we may diſtinguiſh 
whether it be really God's Spirit that worketh 
in us. 

It will be in vain to reaſon with an Enthuſiaſ 
who profeſſes himſelf above Reaſon: And i: 
will be to no Purpoſe to endeavour to prove to 
any Man that he hath not the Spirit, when he 
fancies he feels his Motions in- Himſelf. Or, 
when the Mind has ſo long contemplated one 
favourite Point that it feems to hold the Rank 
of intuitive Knowledge, it is no eaſy Matter for 
Reaſon to diſpoſſeſs it. 

In theſe Caſes there is little Room to hope, 
that a Man will be able to diſtinguiſh Whim 
from Truth, or Enthuſiaſm from Piety. The 


Rules therefore which I am going to lay down, 


are not intended for thoſe, who are ſo far gone 
as to have almoſt loſt common Senſe ; but to 
preſerve others who are yet of a Sound Mind, 
and to perſwade them not to be carried away 
with every Wind of Doctrine, not to take any 
Thing for the Spirit, before they have 275 d aid 
examined it whether it be of God. i 
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The Charms of Novelty, and a warm Fancy, 
have often drawn very ſenſible Men into Opi- 
FE nions, which Prejudice hath afterwards con- 
frm'd them in, which common Senſe, if it had 
been in time exerted, would not only have pre- 
ferv'd them from, but have ſhewn to be tral 
ridiculous. It is remarkable too, that theſe Ab- 
ſurdities are commonly moſt frequent when the 
contrary Extreme is in Faſhion. 

When Human Reaſon is inſolently ſet up in 


and 
Xpe- 
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des In 
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ation. 
1efly, 


min, {Oppoſition to Divine Truths, ſome People will 
rketl be for diſcarding it entirely from the Queſtion. 

When one ſet of Men exclaims againſt all My- 
ſal eres, another will be fond of nothing but My- 
nd i: Witty. Both theſe are real Enemies to Truth, 
ove to do the latter be undeſignedly fo. It will be as 


en he Winpotiible to ſupport Religion among Rational 
iO Creatures without Rational Argument, as it is 
d 7 Impoſſible that Reaſon can do it's Duty with- 
Rank Nat the Aſſiſtance of Grace. And tho' many of 
the Doctrines of Chriſtianity are above Reaſon, 


ter f 
ter or F* yet rationally the Objects of our Faith, it 


hope, will be but an ill Compliment to a Religion cal- 
Wim alated for the Uſe of all Mankind, to ſay that 
The Nit all myſterious. Beſides it is manifeſtly con- 
down, ry to Truth: For, whatever Myſteries wrong 


Interpreters may pretend to have diſcover'd in 


r gone 3 . 
8 the cleareſt Paſſages of Scripture, it 1s certain 


but to 


Mind, Wt what we are to believe and practiſe, is 
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Perhaps one good Rule for avoiding Errou; 
might be; not to be too fond of prying into 
Myſteries, and taking Heed not to conſider the 
Myſteriouſneſs of any Doctrine, as a Mark of 
it's Divinity. Supernatural Evidence may, as we 
have obſerv'd, ſo far confirm any ſupernatural 


Doctrine as to make it very credible : But let it 


be careſully remember'd, that ſo much greater 


Evidence muſt be neceſſary to induce our Af. 
ſent to any Truth, as that Truth 1s farther re- 
mov'd from our common Notions of Things 
To maintain that any Thing 1s more credible 
merely becauſe it is leſs intelligible, 1s ſo mon- 
ſtrous that it cannot be worth while to refute it 
ſeriouſly : It would be almoſt an Affront to 
common Senſe to have mention'd it, if we did 
not know that Men of Character have ſome- 
times avow'd it; and it may be ſuſpected to 
have done much Miſchief in the World. 

But to proceed. | 

When any new Sect of Men ſhall ariſe pre- 
tending to new Light, Reaſon and the Scrip- 
ture will teach us to know of their Dottrine, 


whether they be of God: And we may fairly bring 


the Pretenſions of any Sect to their proper Tell, 
if we examine whether they are guided by true 
Piety, the Word of God, and Chriſtian Cha- 
rity. 

There are many People, who miſtake the 
Nature of true Piety ; and it muſt be confeſo d, 
that ſome Books of Devotion, which are often 
put into the Hands of young Perſons, or thc 
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common People, have probably contributed not 
a little to this Errour: The exalted and paſſio- 
nate Strains, that are there to be met with, 
have made them conclude, that true Piety, ſuch 
z may be neceſſary to Salvation, cannot be at- 
ain'd without Extaſies and Tranſports of De- 
yotion. It is impoſſible to conceive what Miſ- 
chicfs this Notion hath given Riſe to. Some 
weak Men finding themſelves incapable of ri- 
ing to that Height of Rapture which they have 
thought neceſſary, have ſunk into Deſpair; whilſt 
others have carried their ecſtatick Flights and 
exalted Raptures ſo far, as to offend not only a- 
ginſt Decency in their Expreſſions and Actions, 


but even againſt God Himſelf by horrid Blaſ- 


phemy. 

Common Senſe when left to judge coolly will 
beſt diſtinguiſ between the extravagant Flights 
of the Devotee, and the calm but more ſolid Pie- 
ty of the true Chriſtian. And he will preſerve 
bimſelf from this Enthuſiaſm, who remembers 
nat true Piety does not conſiſt merely in our Ad- 
irefles to God or the Manner we perform them 
n: It is in it's full Extent a godly Habit not 
confined to the Adis of Prayer and Thankſgiv- 
ng, but ſhewing itſelf alike in the Performance 
of all other Duties enjoined by the Law of God; 
good Life and edifying Converſation compo- 
ing the principal Part of that reaſonable Service 
which is acceptable to God. Let us remember 
that Devotion is not the more acceptable for be- 
g leſs diſcreet; that it may be very ſincere 
C2 and 
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and ſolid tho' very calm and compoſed ; very 
lively without Rapture; and very warm with. 
out Extravagance. 

It muſt be owned that different Men haare 


different Ways of expreſſing themſelves in the 


ſame Circumſtances. We are not therefore im. 
mediately to brand all paſſionate Warmth in 
Devotion, and much leſs the ſtricteſt Regulari. 
ty of Life, with any odious Names. Charity 


ought certainly to incline us to think well of 


our Brother, and make us conclude a Reality of 
true Piety till we are convinced of his Inſanity, 
And we ſhall be better able in general to judge 
in this Matter by the Help of plain common 
denſe, than by any particular Rules that can be 
laid down. | 

In the mean time one cannot but wiſh, that 
every ſerious and devout Chriſtian would 2 
much as poſſible avoid every Appearance of Af 
fectation: He will by that means not only eſ- 

cape all Suſpicion of Enthuſiaſm or Hypocriſy 


which he doth not deſerve, but he may poſli-| 


bly ſave others from falling into Errour by mii 
taking his Example. 

A ſecond Teſt which we may properly bring 
any new Set of Men to, is their Conformity to 
the Scriptures. This is a Rule which all Pro- 
teſtants admit of, but Doubts have ſometimes 
ariſen as to the Manner of interpreting them. 
Reaſon aſſiſted by human Learning muſt cer- 
tainly here be our Guide : The Holy Scripture: 


muſt undoubtedly be read and underſtood in the 
Manner 
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| to Errour or Folly. 
not fix on the Doctrines of Chriſt ſuch Abſur- 
dities as may make them the Scoff of the Infi- 
| de] and Blaſphemer. Let Men ſay what they 
| will, whatever is contrary to Common Senſe 
| Common Senſe will reject. And it is the Glory 
| of the Chriſtian Religion that with Regard to 
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Manner that other Writings are : Their literal 
and proper Senſe muſt be aſcertained by true 


E Criticiſm, and a Knowledge of the original Lan- 


guages in which they were written. An En- 
thuſiaſt, overlooking the literal Senſe, is uſually 
too fond of an Allegorical or Typical one; myſ- 
terious Meanings are found out in fingle Words 
or even Letters; and by this means any Con- 
ceit however oppoſite to the Tenour of the whole 
Scripture, or to Common Senſe, may be made 
out to be a Scripture Doctrine. Let Thoſe (if 
ſuch there be) who go about to interpret the 


| holy Writings by any new Method conſider well 


what they build thereon — Let them take care 


| that they do not really obſcure while they pro- 


fels to illuſtrate that Law whoſe ſingular and 


| diſtinguiſhing Character is Plainneſs and Simpli- 


city — that they do not make the Senſe more 


uncertain by eſtabliſhing any Rule of Interpre- 
| tation where Fancy is more concern'd than Rea- 


ſon; and which therefore may give Countenance 


And laſtly — that they do 


the Excellence and Importance of it's Doctrines, 


it makes as open an Appeal to Reaſon as it doth 
| with Regard to thoſe external Signs which at 
| firſt confirm'd it. The Wiſdom of God is as e- 


vidently 
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vidently diſplay'd in the Excellency of the Pre- 
cepts, as his Power was in thoſe Miracles where. 
by it was at firſt propagated. Chriſtianity by 


this Means comes recommended to us by every 


Method of Perſwaſion; it's external and inter. 
nal Evidence both alike concur to make one 
conſiſtent Proof, forcible enough to ſilence al! 


the Objections which the conceited Wiſdom «of 
the Philoſopher, or the Ignorance of fooliſh | 


Men may bring againſt it; and we may wel 
conclude then, that every Interpretation which 
appears manifeſtly not to bring with it the 5/- 


rit of a ſound Mind cannot be from the Spirit | 


of God. 

The third Teſt whereby we may know whe- 
ther any Set of Men is guided by the Spirit of 
God, 1s their Attention to Chriſtian Charity, 
This is a never-failing Rule; for it is by is we 
are known to be Chriſt's Diſciples. Enthuſiaſts 


from a warm Zeal without Knowledge almoſt | 


always fail in this Point: Bigotted to their own 
Opinions they ſcarcely ever allow any Kind of 
Merit, or indeed Poſſibility of Salvation to thoſe 
who will not follow nor be led by them. | 
wiſh however this was ſo confin'd to Enthu- 
ſiaſts as to make it their peculiar and diſtin- 
guiſhing Mark. But we every Day ſee Men the 
fartheſt remov'd from Enthuſiaſts (Who are c- 
ven engag'd in Controverſy with them) betray 


ſuch Acrimony, and render ſuch railing for ra- 


ing as is highly inconſiſtent with the Spirit of 
the Goſpel. 
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To defend Chriſtianity or any Doctrine of it 
with Paſſion and uncharitable Warmth doth not 
only weaken the Argument, but is directly con- 
trary to that Love, Jay, and Peace, which are 
the conſtant Fruits of the Spirit of God. Provo- 
king or inſulting Language is not the moſt like- 
ly Way of making thoſe who are already too 
much inflam'd attend coolly to the Words of 
Truth and Soberneſs. Give me leave to obſerve 
father; that Enthuſiaſts do by no means de- 


| ſerve ſuch Treatment, whilſt they are known 
| to mean well, and to be unblameable in their 


Lives and Converſations : They are then rather 
to be pitied as weak Brethren ; made weak per- 
haps by an honeſt tho' miſguided Zeal for our 
ry fide by Enemies 
from without and betray'd as to her eſſential 
Doctrines by falſe Friends within. Perhaps this 


| Advice of Gamaliel may generally hoid good: 
| Let them alone, for if this Doctrine be of Men 


| it will come to nought ; if it be of God ye cannot 
Ferthrow it. 


However ( as 1t 1s certain that an abſurd 


| Way of defending Chriſtianity or it's Doctrines 
| does it real Injury) let thoſe who think it of 
| Conſequence to refute the Errours of our mo- 
dern Enthuſiaſts, join to ſound Argument ſuch 


a Manner as may cool rather than inflame, may 


booth rather than exaſperate, may convince them 


of their Miſtakes rather than confirm them in 


| their Obſtinacy. 


After 


| (24 J 


After all we muſt remember that moſt Dan. 
ger is to be apprehended from the other Ex. cr 
treme. * Enthuſiaſm ( fays a late truly ex. Wi! Rer 
I « cellent Prelate) had it's Day; it's Effects Wchriſtia 


Fours 10 


Chriſtian Duties? This would have too much 
the Appearance of turning again to thoſe ve 
and beggarly Elements, and preferring the Fool- 


iſhneſs of Man to the Wiſdom of God. It ſa- 


a Late Lord Biſhop of Clone, Min. Phil. Dial. 2. +. 23 
| Yours 


l te were violent but ſoon over; Infidelity infects Ne gen 
I! ee more quietly but ſpreads widely. The former Wchriſtia 
[1 « bred a Fever in the State, this breeds a Con- n H. 
h « ſumption and final Decay. A Rebellion or H bcar. 
. ce Invaſion alarms and puts the Publick on its Nd wc 
li” te Defence, but a Corruption of Principles works as Off 
| ce it's Ruin more ſlowly (perhaps) but mor: ¶ Diſcour 
« ſurely.” ines? 

| When we ſee theſe Corruptions daily gaining Moralit 

I! Ground, we muſt know that our principal The p. 
| Concern ought to be to defend our holy Reli- app. 

gion from thoſe Men, who under Pretence of WE ys 

aſſerting the Liberties and Privileges of human WE reveal' 

Reaſon, are audaciouſly trying to bring it again WE from Þ 

under the Bondage of Corruption from which WE frm t 

the Goſpel of Chriſt hath happily ſet it free. | yet w. 

May I farther obſerve, that when the Live WW Reafor 

of many to the Goſpel ſeemeth to wax cold, it Wh © of 

will be a proper Time for every real Chriſtian Write 

to be very explicit in his Declaration for the WW of Th 

Faith? Will it then become any Miniſter f WW 6 

the Goſpel to preach mere Morality, inſtead of WW 1d # 
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outs ſomewhat of being aſhamed of the Goſpe! 


Crit, and has perhaps given Occaſion to an 


Wer) Report which hath prev vailed. that even the 


Chriſtian Prieſthood 1s not abſolutely free from 
he general Corruption, and that the Foes of 
Chriſtianity are moſt emphatically Theſe of her 
on Houſhold. That we may avoid every fuch 
Apearance of evil; would it not be prudent, 
nd would it not be a Matter of Charity too, 
a5 Offence would be avoided) to confine our 
Diſcourſes from the Pulpit to Scriptural Doc- 
tines? or at leaſt to take care not to preach 
Morality without naming the Name of Chriſt ? 


| I he practical Duties of Man will be more eaſi- 
V apprehended by the Bulk of Mankind, and 
days much better enforced, 


| reveal'd Law of God; 


when ka as a 
and though Deductions 


from Reaſon do well ſerve to illuſtrate and con- 


| frm the Reaſonableneſs of Scripture Doctrine, 
| yet we know that taken ſeparately from it, 
| Reaſon is not ſefficient of 1felf to do any Thing 


| & of itfelf; and whatever ingenious Truths a 


Writer may draw from Nature and the Fitneſs 


| of Things, a Chriſtian will acknowledge that 77 
| 15 God «who worketh in bim to 2 


gad Pleaſure. 
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